
 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
SUNNYVALE HOUSING AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2013 

 
 
The Housing & Human Services Commission met in a regular session in the West Conference 
Room at City Hall, 456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 on September 25, 2013 at 7 
p.m. with Chair Chiu presiding. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL                                                                                                                                                                               
 
Commission Members Present: Dennis Chiu, Diana Gilbert, Barbara Schmidt and Navpreet 
Sidhu. 
 
Commission Members Absent: Patti Evans (excused), and Younil Jeong (excused). 
 
Commission Liaison: Chris Moylan (absent). 
 
Staff Present: Suzanne Isé, Housing Officer and Edith Alanis, Housing Programs Technician. 
 
Others: Linh Ton, Sunnyvale resident. 

 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None. 
 
SCHEDULED PRESENTATION 
None. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1A. Approval of Draft Minutes of July 24, 2013. 
 

Chair Chiu asked for a motion to approve the consent calendar. 
 

Vice Chair Gilbert moved and Commissioner Schmidt seconded to approve the consent 
calendar.  
 
Motion passed unanimously 3-0-1. Commissioner Sidhu abstained because she was not 
present at the meeting. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

2. Propose and/or review new Study Issues and Budget Issues. 
 

Housing Officer Suzanne Isé gave an overview of the study issues and budget issues process. 
Ms. Isé explained that the process allows any member of the Commission who thinks that the 
City has a problem that requires a policy fix, to propose a study issue. If it turns out to be an 
operational issue that staff can take care of in the course of regular business, then it would not 
require a study issue. If the problem cannot be addressed due to some sort of shortcoming or 
obstacle in the City’s Codes or Council Policies, then it would be appropriate to propose a study 
issue to address that problem.  
 
Study issues can be proposed any time during the year. Issues are reviewed and approved by 
the City Manager and then ranked once a year by the appropriate advisory body. Ms. Isé 
pointed out that there were no issues forwarded to the Housing and Human Services 
Commission for ranking at this time, and noted that this was also an opportunity for them to 
propose Commission-sponsored study issues, if they had any. She added that in addition to the 
Commission, any member of the community can propose an issue, as long as it is sponsored by 
Council, or the City Manager, or the majority of a commission. 
 
Chair Chiu opened and closed the public hearing at 7:13 pm, as no members of the public 
wished to speak. 
 
Commissioner Schmidt shared that she had recently attended a Planning Commission meeting 
and there seemed to have been some issues with the process of public noticing of large new 
buildings, such as the LinkedIn building near Mathilda and 101.  
 
Chair Chiu reopened the public hearing at 7:22 pm, after a member of the public asked to 
speak. 
 
Mr. Linh Ton, Sunnyvale resident, suggested that perhaps public outreach methods for new 
construction needed improvement. Commissioner Gilbert asked Mr. Ton if he was suggesting 
this topic be proposed as a study issue. 
 
Ms. Isé noted that similar study issues have already been proposed. She added that state law is 
very specific about the noticing requirements, which include posting a legal ad in the 
newspaper, posting notices in public places, mailing notices to property owners within a 
required radius around the project site based on the type of permit, which generally reflects the 
size of the development and posting information on the City’s website. However, staff 
encourages applicants to do additional outreach, such as voluntarily attend neighborhood 
meetings to inform the public, and generally they do. 
 
Chair Chiu closed the public hearing at 7:25 pm. 
 
The Commissioners asked clarifying questions about the study issues process. 
 
There was some discussion about Mr. Ton’s suggestion and some of the ideas suggested by 
Commissioners, such as some of the concerns related to mobile home parks that surfaced 
during that study issue process last year. Ms. Isé noted that many of the mobile home park 
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concerns had been addressed, and that several related study issues had been proposed by the 
residents last year, but were not ranked. The Commissioners decided that they did not have any 
issues to propose at this time. 
   

3. Public Hearing: Review of Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report 
(CAPER) on CDBG and HOME grants. 
 

Ms. Isé reviewed the CAPER and explained that this is a summary of the City’s performance 
during FY 12-13 toward accomplishing the goals set in the five-year HUD Consolidated Plan. 
The CAPER also reports on how the federal grants were spent during the last fiscal year. 
 
She explained that the City receives two types of grants: CDBG funds, which can be used for a 
broad range of community development activities, and HOME funds, which are specifically for 
affordable housing. 
 
For the most part, the City had a very successful year, as shown in the report, considering that 
goals are set by estimating how many people may qualify for, and benefit from, each program in 
any particular year. 
 
The Commissioners asked some clarifying questions regarding eligibility for the programs. 
 
Chair Chiu opened the public hearing at 8:03 pm. 
 
Mr. Ton asked if it was unfair that in the long run owning a mobile home may be more affordable 
than renting. 
 
Staff explained that it is difficult to predict what type of housing will be more affordable at any 
given time, and that these factors depend on the housing market. 
 
Mr. Ton also asked if there was anything in the law that says that there must be a balance in the 
housing market affordability.  
 
Ms. Isé indicated that pricing is largely controlled by the free market in the U.S., and there are 
no laws that require one type of housing or another to be more or less affordable than another 
type of housing. She mentioned rent control as one form of regulation that aims to increase 
affordability of rental units, but it is only in effect in a small number of cities nationwide. 
 
Chair Chiu closed the public hearing at 8:12 pm. 
 
Ms. Isé indicated that there was no formal action needed from the Commissioners regarding the 
CAPER unless they wished to make a formal motion to approve or modify the report, or take 
other action. 
 
The Commissioners suggested several minor edits to the draft CAPER, which staff agreed to 
make. 
 
 
 

4. Annual Review of Code of Ethics. 
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Ms. Isé explained that this item is a regular annual reminder to review the ethics code, and 
noted that no formal action is needed by the Commissioners unless they would like to ask for 
clarification or suggest any changes to the code. Commissioners noted they had recently 
completed the ethics training and took no action. 
 
NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS 
 

 BOARDMEMBERS OR COMMISSIONERS ORAL COMMENTS 
Chair Chiu reminded everyone to vote in the upcoming elections. 
 

 STAFF ORAL COMMENTS 
Staff informed the Commissioners that they were invited to attend the Sunnyvale City 
Council Candidate Forum on Housing, Transportation and Sustainability Issues next 
Monday, September 30 from 6:30 pm – 9 pm at the Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum. 
RSVP requested: http://sunnyvalecandidatesforum.eventbrite.com/  
 

INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS  
None. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
Meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Isé  
Housing Officer 

http://sunnyvalecandidatesforum.eventbrite.com/
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